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NATIONAL PLAYING RULES 
-OF- . 

b Professional Base Ball Clubs 
AS ADOPTED JOINTLY BY TffE NATIONAL LEAGUE AND 

AMERICAX ASSOCIATION, AND GOVERNING ALL CLUBS 

PAKTIES TO THE NATIONAL AGREEMENT* 

i889. 

THE BALL GROUND. 

RULE 1. The Ground must be an enclosed field, sufikient in 
size to enable each player to play in his position as required by 
these Rules. 

WLE 2. The Infield must be a space of ground thirty yards 
square. 9 

THE BASES. 

RULE 3. The Bases must be 
SEC. I. Four in number, and designated as First Base, Second 

I3ase, Third Base and Home Base, 
SW. 2. The Home Base must be of whitened rubber twelve 

inches square, so fixed in the ground as to be even with the sur- 
face, and so placed in the corner of the infield that two of its sides 
wiil form part of the boundaries of said infield. 

SEC. 3. The First, second and Third Bases must be canvas 
bags, fifteen inches square, painted white, and filled with some soft 
material, and so placed that the center of the second base shall be 
upon its corner of the infield, and the center of the first and 
third bases shall be on the lines running to and from second base 
and seven and one-half inches from the foul lines, providing th$ 
each base shall be entireiy within the foul lines. 

SZC. 4 All the bases must be securely fastened in their posi- 
Cons, and so placed as to be distinctly seen by the Umpire. 

THE FOUL LIXES. 

I?XLE 4. The Foul Lines must be drawn *in straight ln~s 
from the outer corner of the Home Base, along the outer edge of 
L!E First and *lYhird Bases, to the boundaries of the Ground. -e 
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106 PLAYINGIZULES. 

. TIIE POSXTION LINES. 

RULE 5. The Pitcher’s Lines must be straight lines form- 
ing the boundaries of a space of ground, in the infield, five 
and one-half feet long by four feet wide, distant fifty feet from 
the center of the Home Base, and so placed that the five and 
one-half feet lines would each be two feet distaqt from and par- 
allel with a straight line passing through the center of the Home 
and Second Bases. Each corner of this space must be marked 
by a flat iron plate or stone six inches square, fixed in the ground t 
even with the surface. 

RULE 6. The Catcher’s Lines must be drawn from the outer 
corner of the Home Base, in continuation of the Foul Lines? 
straight to the limits of the Ground back of Home Base. 

RULE 7. The Captain’s or Coacher’s Lines must be a line 
fifteen feet from and parallel with/the Foul Lines, said lines com- 
mencing at a line parallel with and seventy-five feet distant from 
the catcher’s lines, and running thence to the limits of the 
grounds. 

RULE& The Players’ Lines must be drawn from the Catcher’s 
Lines to the limits of the Ground, fifty feet distant from and 
parallel with, the foul lines. 

RULE g. The Batsman’s Lines must be straight lines forming 3 
the boundaries of a space on the right, and of a similar space on 
the left of the Home Base, six feet long by four feet wide,extend- 
ing three feet in front of and three feet behind the center of the 
Home Base, and with its nearest line distant six inches from the 
Home Base. 

RULE IO. The .Three Feet Lines must be drawn as follows : 
t From a point on the Foul Line from Home Base to First Base, 

and equally distant from such bases, shall be drawn a line on Foul 
Ground? at a right angIe to said Foul Line, and to a point three 
feet distant from it.; thence running parallel with said Foul Line* 
to a point three feet distant from the First Base ; thence in a 
straight line to the Foul Line, and thence upon the Foul Line to 
pain: of beginning. 

a 

RULEI I. The linesdesignated in Rules4, ~,6, 7, 8, 9, and IO 
must be marked with chalk or other suitable material. so as to be xl 

distinctly seen ,by the Umpire. They must all be so harked their 
mtire length. except the Captain’s and Player’s Lines, which must 
be so marked for a distance of at least thirty-five yards from the 
Catcher’s Lines. 

THE BALL. 

RYE 12. Tie Ball. 
., 

SEC. 1. Must not weigh less than five or more than five 
.,- md me-quartm ounces avoirdupois, and measure not less than 

4 



PLAYIXG RULES. . 107 
rime nor more than nine and one-quarter inches in circumference. 

’ The Spalding .League Bali, or the Reach American Association 
Ball must be used in all games played under these rules. 

SEC. 2. For each championship game two balls shall be fur- 
nished by the Home Club to the Umpire for use. When the ball 
in playis batted over the fence or stands, on to foul ground out of 
sight of the players, the other ball shall be immediately put into 
play by the Umpire. As often as one of the two in use shall be 
lost, a new one must be substituted, so that the Umpire may at all 
times, after the game begins, have two for use. The moment the 
Umpire delivers the alternate ball to the catcher or pitcher it comes 
into play, and shall not be exchanged until it, in turn, passes out 
of sight on to foul ground. 

SEC. 3. In all games the ball or balls played with shall 
be furnished by the Home Club, and the last ball in play becomes 
the property of the winning club. Each ball to be used in cham- 
pionship games shall be examined, measured and weighed by the 
Secretarv of the Association, inclosed in a paper box and sealed 
with the’seal of the Secretary, which seal s6alf not be broken ex- 
cept by the Umpire in the presence of the captains of the two 
contesting nines after play has been called. 

SEC. 4. Should the ball become out of shape, or cut or ripped 
so as to expose the yarn, or in any way so injured as to be-in the 
opinion of the Umpire -unfit for fair use, the Umpire, on being 
appealed to by either captain, shall at once put the alternate bail 
into play and call for a new one. 

THE BAT. 

RULE 13. The Bat. 
SEC. X. Must be made wholly of wood, except that the handle 

may be wound with twine or a granulated substance applied, not 
to exceed eighteen inches from the end. 

SEC. 2. It must be round, except that a portion of the surface 
may be flat on one side, but it must not exceed two and one-half 
inches in diameter in the thickest part, and must not exceed forty- 
two inches in length. 

THE PLAYERS AND THEIR POSITXO%S. 

RWIJZ f4. The players of each club in a game shall be nine 
in number, one of whom shall act as Captain, and .in no case shall 
less than nine men be allowed to play OKI- each side. 

RULE 15. The players’ positions shall be such as may be as- 
signed them by their Captain, except that the Pitcher must take 
his position within the Pitcher’s Lines, as defined in Rule 5. 
When in position on the field, all players will be designated 
“ FieNers l ’ in these rules. 



RULE 16. Players in uniform shall not be permitted to seat 
themselves among the spectators. 

RULE 17. Every Club shall be required to adopt uniforms for 
its players, and each plaver shall be required to present himself 
upon the field dut mg said game in a neat and cleanly. condition, 
but no player shall attach anything to the soJe or heel of his shoes 
other thdn the ordinary base ball shoe plate. 

THE l?TCHER’S POSITIOXS. 

1wiJE I$. The pitcher shall take his position facing the bats- 
man with both feet square on the ground, one foot on the rear 
Erie of the “ box.” lie shall not raise either foot, unless in the 
act of delivering the ball, nor make more than one step in such 
&livery, He shall hold the ball, before the delivery, fairly in 
front of his body, and in sight of the Umpire. When the pitcher 
feigns to throw the ball to a base he must resume the above posi- 
tion and pause momentarily before delivering the ball to the bat. 

‘I’HE BATSMEN% POSXTION-ORDER OF l3A’l’TING. 

RULE lg. The batsmen must take their positions within the 
Batsmen’s Lines, as defined in Rule g, in the order in which they 

are named on b5e JCOY~, which must contain the batting order of 
both nines, and be submitted by the Captains of the opposing 
teams to the Umpire before the game, and when approved by 
him IXIS SCORE must be followed except in the case of a substi- 
tute player, in which case the substitute must take the place of 
the original player in the batting order. After the first inning 
the first striker in each inning shall be the batsman whose name 
‘follows that of the last man who has cotnpleted his turn-time at 
bat-in the preceding innmg. 

RULE 20. SEC. I. When their side goes to the bat the players 
must immediately return to and seat themselves upon the players’ 
bench and retnain there until the side is put out, except when bats- 
man or base runner. All bats not in use must be kept in the bat 
racks, and the two players next succeeding the batsman, in the order 
in which. they are named on the score, must be ready with bat in 
hand to promptly take position as batsman ; provided, that the 
Captain and one assistant only may OCCUPY the space between the 
PIavers lines and the Captain s lines to coach base runners. 

6x. 2. No player of the side at bat, except when Batsman, 
shall occupy any portion of the space within the Catcher’s IJines, 
3s de5ned in Rule 6. The triangular space behind the Iiome 
Ease is reserved for the exclusive use of the Umpire, Catcher and 
Batsman, and the Umpire must prohibit any player of the side “ at 
bat ” from crossing the same at any time while the ball is in the 

. 



PLAYING RULES. 109 
hands of, or passing between, the Pitcher and Catcher, while 
standing in their positions. 

SEC. 3. The players of the side “ at bat ” must occupy the 
portion of the field allotted them, but must speedily vacate any 
portion thereof that may be in the way of the ball, or of any 
Fielder attempting to catch or field it. 

PLAYERS' BENCHES. 

RULE 2x. The Players’ Benches must be furnished by the 
home club, and placed upon a portion of the ground outside the 
Players’ Lines. They must be twelve feet in length, and must be 
immovably fastened to the ground. At the end of each bench 
must be immovably fixed a bat rack, with fixtures for holding 
twenty bats : one such rack must be designated for the exclusive 
use of the Visiting Club, and the othtr for the exclusive use of 
the Home Club. 

THE GAME. 

RUI,E 22 SEC. I. Every Championship Game must be com- 
menced not later than two hours before sunset. 

SEC. 2. A Game shall consist of nine innings to each con- 
testing nine, except that, 

(a) If the side first at bat scores less runs in nine innings than 
the other side has scored in eight innings, the game shall then - - 
terminate. 

(b) If the side last at bat in the ‘ninth inning scores the win- 
ning run before the third man is out, the game shall terminate, 
upon the return of the ball to the pitcher. 

A TIE GAME. 

. RULE 23. If the score be a tie at the end of nine innings to 
each side. play shall only be continued until the side first at bat 
shaI1 have scored one or more runs than the other side, in an 
equal number of innings, or until the other side shall score one 
or more runs than the side first at bat. 

A DR‘4WN GAME. 
RULE 24. .4 Drawn Game shall be declared by the Umpire 

when he terminates a game on account of darkness or rain, after 
five equal innings have been played, if the score at the time is 
equal on the last even innings played ; but if the side that went 
second to bat is then at the bat, and has scored the same number 
of runs as the other side, the Umpire shall declare the game 
drawn, without regard to the score of the last equal innings. 

A CALLED GAME. 

RULE 25. If the Umpire calls “ Game ” on account of dark- 
ness or rain at any time after five innings have been completed 
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by both sides, the score shall be that of the last equai innings 
played, unless the side second at bat shall have scored one or 
more runs than the side first at bat, in which case the score of the 
game shall be thetotal number of runs made. 

A FORFEITED GAME. 

RULE 26. A Forfeited Game shall be declared by the Umpire 
in favor of the club not in fault, at the request of such club, in 
the folIowing cases : * 

SEC. I. If the nine of a club fail to appear upon the field, or 
being upon the field, fail to begin the game within five m.inutes 
after the Umpire has called “ Play,” at the hour appointed for 
the beginning of the game, unless such delay in appearing or in 
commencing the game be unavoidable. 

SEC. 2. If, after the game has begun, one side refuses or fails to 
continue playing, unless such game has been suspended or termi- 
nated by the Umpire. 

SEC. 3. If, after play has beei suspended by the Umpire, one 
side fails to resume playing within five minutes after the Umpire 
has called “ Play. ” 

SEC. 4. If, in the opinion of the Umpire, any one of these rules 
is willfully violated. 

SEC. 5. If, after ordering the removal of a player, as authorized 
by Rule 57, Sec. 5, said order is not obeyed within five minutes. 

SEC. 6. In case the Umpire declares a game forfeited, he shall 
transmit a written notice thereof to the Preiident of the .%ssocia- 
tion within twenty-four hours thereafter. 

NO GAME. 

RULE 27. “ No Game ” shall be declared by tne Umpire if 
he shall terminate play on account of rain or darkness, before five 
innings on each side are completed. 

S~JKYl’H’UTES. 

RuLE~!~. SEC. E. In every championship game each team 
shall be required to have present on the field, in uniform, at least 
one or more substitute players. 

SEC. 2. One player, whose name shall be printed on the 
score card as an extra player, may be substituted at the end of 
any completed innings by either club, but the player retired shall 
not thereafter participate in the game. In addition thereto a sub- 
stitute may be allowed at any time in place of a player disabled 
in the game then being played, by reason of illness or injury, of 
the nature and extent of which the Umpire shall be the sole 
judge. 

SEC. 3. The Base Runner shall not have a substitute run for 
him, except by consent of the Captains of t?:e contesting teams. 



.  ,  

PLAYING RULES. 111 

CHOICE OF INNINGS- CONDITION OF GROUND. 

RULE zg. The choice of innings shall be given to the Captain 
of the Home Club, who shall also be the sole judge of the fit- 
ness of the ground for beginning a game after rain. 

THE DELIVERY OF THE BALL-FAIR AND UNFAIR BALLS. 

u. * 
JWLE 30. A Fair Ball is a ball delivered by the Pitcher while 

standing wholly within the lines of his position, and facing the 
batsman, the ball, so delivered to pass over the home base, not 
lower than the batsman’s knee, nor higher than his shoulder. 

WLE 31. An Unfair Ball is a ball delivered by the Pitcher, 
as in Rule 30, except that the ball does not pass over the Home 
Base, or does pass over the Home Base above the batsman’s 
shoulder, or below the knee. a 

BALKING, 
RULE 32. A Balk is 
SEC, 1. Any motion made by the Pitcher to deliver the ball 

to the bat without delivering it, and shall be held to include any 
and every accustomed motioi with the hands, arms or feet, or po- 
sition of the body assumed by the Pitcher in his delivery of the 
ball, and any motion calculated to deceive a base runner, except 
the ball be accidentally dropped. 

SEC. 2. The holding of the ball by the Pitcher so long as to 
delay the game unnecessarily ; or 

SEC. 3. Any motion to deliver the ball, or the delivering the 
ball to the bat by the Pitcher when any part of his person is upon 
ground outside of the lines of his position, including all prelim- 
inary motions with the hands, arms and feet. 

DEAD BALLS, 

WLE 33, A Dead Ball is a ball delivered to the bat by the 
pitcher that touches the Batsman’s bat without being struck at, or 
any part of the Batsman’s person or clothing while standing in 
his position without being struck at ; or any part of the Umpire’s 
person or clothing, while on foul ground, without first passing the 
Catcher. 

FWLE 34. In case of a Foul Strike, Foul Hit ball not legally 
caught out, Dead Ball, or Base Runner put out for being struck 
by a fair hit ball, the ball shall not be considered in play until it 
is held by the Pitcher standing in his position. 

BLOCK BALLS. 

RULE 35. SEC. x. A Block is a batted or thrown bali that is 
stopped or handled by any person not engaged in the game. 
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Sm. 2. Whenever a Block occurs the Umpire shall declare 
it, and Base Runners may run the bases, without being put out? 
until the ball has been returned to and held by the Pitcher 
standing in his position. 

SEC. 3. In the case of a Block, if the person not engaged 
in the game should retain possession of the ball, or- throw or kick 
it beyond the reach of the Fielders, the Umpire should call 
” Time,” and require each base runner to stop at the last base 
touched by him until the b+ll be returned to the Pitcher standing 
in his position. 

THESCORING OF RUNS. 

RULE 36. One Run shall be scored every time a Base Runner, 
after having legally touched the first three bases, shall touch the 
Home BaseBefore three men are put out. If the third man is 
forced out, or is put out before reaching First Base, a run shall not 
be scored. 

THE BATTING RULES. 

RULE 37. A Fair Hit is a ball batted by the batsman, standing 
in his position, that first touches the ground, the First Base, the 
Third Base, any part of the person of a player, Umpire, or any 
other object that is in front of or on either of the Foul Lines, or 
batted directly tc the ground by the Batsman, standing in ’ his 
position, that (whether it first touches Foul or Fair Ground) 

-- bounds or rolls within the Foul Lines, between Home and Fir& 
or Home and Third Bases, without interference by a player. 

RULE 38. A Foul Hit is a ball batted by the Batsman, stand- 
ing in his position, that first touches the ground, any part of the 
person of a player, or any other object that is behind either of the 
Foul Lines, or that strikes the person of such Batsman, while 
standing in his position, or batted directly to the ground by the 
Batsman, standing in his position, that (whether it first touches 
Foul or Fair Ground) bounds or rolls outside the Foul Lines, 
between Home and First or Home and Third Bases. without . 
interference by a player. Provided, that a Foul Hit not rising 
above the Batsman’s head and caught by the Catcher playing 
within ten feet of the Home Base, shall be termed a Foul Tip, 

BALLS BATTED OUTSIDE THE GROUNDS. 

RULE 39. When a batted ball passes outside the grounds, the 
Umpire shall decide it Fair should it disappear within, or Foul 
should it disappear outside of the range of the Foul Lines, and 
Rules 37 and 38 are to be construed accordingly. 

RULE 40. A Fair batted ball that goes over the fence at a less 
distance than two hundred and ten feet from Home Base shall’ 
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entitle the l3atsman to two bases and a distinctive line sl-a11 be 
marked on the fence at this point. 

STRIKES, 

hLE 41. A Strike is 
SEC. I. 

his bat ; or 
A ball struck at by the Batsman without its touching 

SEC. 2. A Fair Bali, Iegally delivered by the Pitcher, but not 
struck at by the Bats-n. 

SEC. 3. Any obvious attempt to make a foul hit. 
RULE 42. A Foul Strike is a ball batted by the Batsman when 

any part-of his person is upon ground outside the lines of the 
Bat sman’s posn ion. 

THE BATSMAX IS OUT. 

RULE 43. The Batsman is out : 
SEC. I. If he fails to take his position at the bat in his order 

of batting, unless the error be discovered and the proper Batsman 
ta!<es his position before a fair hit has been made, and in such 
case the balls and strikes called must be counted in the time at 
bat of the proper Batsman : F'roz~ided~ this rule shall not take 
effect unless z%e uz& is declared before the ball is delivered to the 
succeeding Batsman. 

SEC. 2. If he fails to take his position within one minute 
after the Umpire has called for the Batsman. 

SEC. 3. If he makes a Foul Hit, other than a Foul Tip as 
defined in RuIe 38 and the ball be momentarily held by a 
Fielder before touching the ground, provided it be not caught in 
a Fielder’s hat or cap, or touch some object other than a Fielder 
before being caught, 

s c. 4. If he makes a Foul Strike. 
SEC. ‘j. If he attempts to hinder the Catcher from fielding 

rhe ball, evidently without effort to make a fair hit. 
SEC. 6, If, while the First Base be occupied by a base run- 

ner, three strikes be called on him by the Umpiret except when 
two men are already out. 

- SEC. 7. if, while making the third strike3 the ball hits his 
person &- cIothing. - 

SK. %. If, after two strikes- have been called, the Batsman 
obviously attempts to make a foul hit, as in Section 3, Rule 41. 

BASE RUNNING RULES. 

WHEN THE BATSMAN BECOXES A BASE RUNXER. 

RULE 44. The Batsman becomes a Base Runner : 
SEC. I. Instantly after he makes a Fair Hit. 



SK. 2. Instantly after four Balls have been called by the 
Umpire. 

SEC. 3. Instantly after three strikes have been deckxed 
by the Umpire. 

c 

SEC. 4. If, while he be a Batsman, his person or clothing be 
hit by a ball from the pitcher, unless-in the opinion of the Urn-- 
pire-he intentionally permits himself to be so hit. 

SEC. 5. Instantly after an illegal dekery of a ball by the 
pitcher. e il l 

BASES TO BE TOUCHED. 

RULE 45. The l3ase Runner must touch each Base in regu- 
lar order, viz.: First, Second, Third and Home Bases; and when 
obliged to return (except on a foul hit) must retouch the base or 
bases in reverse order. He shall on!y be considered as holding 
a base after touching it, and shall then be entitled to hold such 
base until he has legally touched the next base in order, or has 
been legally forced to vacate it for a succeeding Base Runner, 

ENTITLED TO BASES. 

RULE 46. The Base Runner shall be entitled, without being 
put out, to take one Base in the following cases : 4 

SEC. I. If, while he was Batsman, the Umpire called four 
Balls. 

SEC. 2. If the Umpire awards a succeeding Batsman a base 
on four balls, or for being hit with a pitched ball, or in case of an 
illegal delivery- as in Rule 44, Sec. s- and the Base Runner is 
thereby forced to vacate the base held by him. 

SEC. 3. If the Umpire calls a “ balk.” 
SEC. 4. If a ball delivered by the Pitcher pass the Catcher 

and touch the Umpire or any fence or building within ninety feet 
of the Home Base. 

SEC. 5. If upon a fair hit the Ball strikes the person or 
dothing of the Umpire on fair ground. 

SEC. 6. If he be prevented from making a base by the ob- 
struction of an adversary. 

SEC. 7. If the Fielder stop or catch a batted ball with his 
hat or any part of his dress. 

RETURNISG 'X-0 BASES. 

R~BLE~~. The Base Runner shall return to his Base, and shal! 
be entitled to so return without being put out. 

SEC. T. If the Umpire declares a Foul Tip (as defined irr 
Rule 38) or any other Foul Hit not legally caught by a Fielder- 

SEC. 2* If the Umpire declares a Foul Strike. 
SEC. 3. If the Umpire declares a Dead Ball, unless it be als~ 
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the fourth Unfair Ball, and he be thereby forced to take the next 
base, as provided in Rule 46, Sec:z 

SEC. 4. If the person or clothing of the umpire is struck 
by a ball thrown by the Catcher to intercept a Base Runner. 

WHEX BASE RlJNNEI<S ARE OlJ'l-. 

RULE 48. The Base Runner is out : 
k % SEC. 1. If, after three strikes have been declared against l-rim 

while Batsman, and the Catcher fail to catch the third strike ball, 
he plainly attempts to hinder the Catcher from fielding the ball. 

SEC. 2. If, having made a Fair Hit while Batsman‘ such fair 
hit ball be momentarily held by a Fielder, before touching the 
ground or any object other than a Fielder: PYOYZ%~, it be not 

I 

(*aught in a Fielder’s hat or cap. 
SEC. 3. If? when the Umpire has declared three strikes on 

i him, while batsman, the third strike ball be momentarily held by 
a Fielder before touching the ground. ~mvided, it be not caught 
in a Fielder’s hat or cap, or touch some object other than a Fielder 
before being caught. 

SEC. 4. If, after Three Strikes or a Fair Hit, he be touched 
b? with the ball in the hand of a Fielder before such I3ase Runner 

touches First Base. 
SEC. 5. If, after Three Strikes or a Fair Hit, the ball be se- 

curely held by a Fielder, while touching First Base with any part 
of his person, before such Base Runner touches First Base. 

SEC. 6. If, in running the last half of the distance from Home 
Base to First Base, he runs outside the Three Feet Lines, as 
defined in Rule IO ; except that he must do so if necessary to 
avoid a Fielder attempting to field a batted ball, and in such case 
shall not be declared out. 

SEC. 7. If, in running from First to Second Base, from Set- 
and to Third Base, or from Third to Home Base, he runs more 
than three feet from a direct line between such bases to avoid 
being touched by the ball in the hands of a Fielder ; but in case a 11 

4’ Fielder be occupying the Base Runner’s proper path, attempting 
to field a batted ball, then the Base Runner shall run out of the 
path and behind said Fielder, and shall not be declared out for so 
doing. 

. SEC, 8. If he fails to avoid a Fielder attempting to field a 
batted ball, in the manner prescribed in Sections 6 and 7 of this 
Rule ; or if he, in any way, obstructs a Fielder attempting to field 
a batted ball, or intentionally interferes with a thrown ball : PYU- 
a$&$ That if two or more Fielders attempt to field a batted ball, 
and the Base Runner comes in contact with one or more of them, 
the IJmpire shall determine which Fielder is entitled to the bene- 

5 



!5t of this Rule, and shall not decide the Base Runner out for corn- 
ing in contact with any other Fielder. - 

SEC. 9. If, at any time while the ball is in play, he be 
touched by the ball in the hands of a Fielder, unless some part of 
his person is touching a base he is entitled to occupy : &ov&M, 
The ball be held by the Fielder after touching him ; but (exception 
as t9 First Base), in running to First Base, he may overrun said base 
without being put out for being off said base, after first touching 4 
it, provided he returns at-once and retouches the base, after which 
ile may be put out as at any other base. If, in overrunning First 
Base, he also attempts to run to Second Base, or, after passing the 
ba3e he turns to his left from the foul line, he shall forfeit such 
exemption from being put out 

SIC IO. If, &en a Fair or Foul Hit ball, other than a fo:tt 
tip as referred to in Rule 38, is legally caught by a Fielder, SUL% 
ball is legally held by a Fielder on the base occupied by the 13~~ 
Runner when such ball was struck (or the Base Runner be touched 
with the ball in the hands of a Fielder), before he retouches said 
base after such Fair or Foul Hit ball was so caught. k~6k’~ 
That the Base Runner shall not be out in such case, if, after the 
ball was legally caught as above, it be delivered to the bat by the 
Pitcher before the Fielder holds it on said base, or touches the 
Base Runner with it ; but if the Base Runner in attempting to 
reach a base, detaches it before being touched or forced out he 
shall be declared safe. 

SEC: II. If, when a Batsman becomes a Base Runner, the 
First Base, or the First and Second Bases, or the First, Second 
and Third Bases, be occupied, any Base Runner so occupying 
a base shall cease to be entitled to hold it? until any following Base 
Runner is put out and may be put out at the next base or by being 
touched by the ball in the hands of a Fielder in the same manner 
as in running to I?irst Base, at any time before any following 
Base Runner is put out. 

SEC. 12. If a Fair Hit ball strike him 6efirt J’OZKCZ,LJ 6~ 5eMey 
and in such case no base shall be run unless forced by the Eats- 
man becoming a Base Kunner, and no run sh?ll be scored. 

SEC. 13. If when running to a base or forced to returi to a 
base, he fail to touch the intervening base or bases, if any, in the 
order prescribed in Rule 45, he may be put out at the base he 
fails to touch, or by being touched by the ball in the hands of a 
Fielder, in the same manner as in running to First Base. 

SEC. 14. If, when the Umpire calls “ Play,” after any sus- 
pension of a game, he fails to return to and touch the base he 
occupied when “ Time ” was called before touching the next base. 
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WHEN BATSMAN OR BASE RUNNER XS OUT. 

RULE 49. The Umpire shall declare the Batsman or Base 
Runner out, without waiting for an appeal for such decision, in 
all cases where such plaver is put out In accordance with these 
rules, except as provided in Rule 48, Sections 10 and 14. 

COACHING RULES. 
b RULE 50. The Captains and Co&h& are rest&d in coach- 

ing to the 8ase l<unner only, and are not allokved to address any 
remarks except to the Base Runner, and then only in words of 
necessary direction ; and no player shall use language which wili 
in any manner refer to or reflect upon a player of the opposing 
club, or the audience, To enforce the above, the Captain of the 

* opposite side may call the attention of the Umpire to the offence, 
and upon a repetition of the same the club shall be debarred from 
further coaching during the game. 

w THE UMPIRE. 

RULE 51. The Umpire shall not be changed during the pro- 
gress of a game, except for reasons of illness or injury. 

HIS POWERS AND JURISDICTION. 

RULE 52. SFC. I. The Umpire is master of the Field from 
the commencement to the termination of the game, and is entitled 
to the respect of the spectatcrs, and any person offet-ing any 
insu!t or indignity to him must be promptly ejected from the 
grounds. - 

SK. 2. IIe tiust compel the players to observe the provisions 
of all the Playing Rules, and he is hereby invested witn authority 
to order any plaver to do or omit to do any act as he may deem 
necessary, to give force and effect to any and all of such provi- 
sions. 

SPECIAL DUTIES. 

RULE 53. The Umpire’s duties shall be as follows : 
SEC. I. l’he Umpire is the sole and absolute judge of play, 

In no instance shall any petson be allowed- to question the cor- 
rectness of any decision made by him except the Captains of the 
contending nine:, and no other player shall at such time leave 
his position in the field, his place at the bat, on the bases or play- 
ets’ bench, to approach or address the Umpire in wotd or act up- 
on such disputed decision. Neither shall any Managet ot other 
officers of either club-except the Captains as before mentioned 
-be permitted to go upon the field or address the Umpire in 
regard to such disputed decision, under a penalty of a forfeiture 



of the game to the opposing club. The Umpire shall in no case 
appeal to any spectator for information in regard to any case, and 
shall not reverse his decision on any point of play on the testi- 
mony of any player or bystander. 

SEC. 2. Before the commencement of a Game, the Urn- 
pire shall see that the rules governing all the materials of the 
game are strictly observed. He shall ask the Captain of the . 
Home Club whether there are any special ground rules to be en- 
forced, and if there are, he shall see that they are duly enforced, 
provided they do not conflict with any of these Rules. He shall 
also ascertain whether the fence in the rear of the Catcher’s posi- 
tion is distant ninety feet from the Home Base. 

SEC. 3. The Umpire must keep the contesting nines playing 
constantly frotn the commencement of the game to its termination, 
allowing such delays only as are rendered unavoidible by accidentV d” 
injury or rain. He must, until the completion of the game, require 
the players of each side to promptly take their positions in the field 
as soon as the the third man is put out, and must require the 
first striker of the opposite side to be in his position at the ba2 

’ as soon as the fielders are in their places. 
SEC. 4. The Umpire shall count and calJ every “ unfair 

ball ” delivered by the Pitcher, and every “ dead ball,” if 
also an unfair ball, as a “ ball,” and he-shall also count and call 
every “ strike.” Neither a “ ball ” nor a “ strike ” shall be counted 
or called until the ball has passed the home base. He shall also 
declare every “ Dead Ball,” “ Block,” “ FOLIO Hit,” “Foul 
Strike,” and “Balk.” 

&tULE 54. For the special ,benefit of the patrons of the game, 
and because the offences specified are under hisimmediate juris- 
diction, and not subject to appeal by players, the attention of the 
Umpire is particularly directed to possible violations of the purpose 
and spirit of the Rules of the following character : 

SEC. I. Laziness or loafing of plavers in taking their places 
in the field, or those allotted them by the Rules when their side is 
at the bat, and especially any failure to keep the bats in the racks 
provided for them ; to be ready (two men) to take position as 
Batsmen, and to remain upon the Players’ Bench, except when ’ 
otherwise required by the Rules. 

SEC. 2. Any attempt by players of the side at bat, by calling 
to a Fielder, other than the one designated by his Captain, to field 
a ball, or by any other equally disreputable means seeking to dis- 
concert a Fielder. 

!%C. 3. The Rules make a marked distinction between hin- 
drance of an adversary in fielding a batted or thrown ball. This 
has been done to rid the game of the childish excuses and claims 
formerly made by a Fielder failing to hold a ball to put out a Base 



Runner. But there may be cases of a Base Runner so flagrantly 
violating the spirit of the Rules and of the Game in obstructing a 
Fielder from fielding Y thrown ball that it would become the duty 
of the Umpire, not only to declare the Base Runner “ out ‘* (and 
to compel any succeeding Base Runners to hold their bases), but 
also to impose a heavy fine upon him. For example : If the Base 
Runner plainly strike at the ball while passing him, to prevent its 
being caught by a Fielder; if he holds a Fielder’s arms so as to dis- 
able him from catching the ball, or if he run against or knock the 
Fielder down for the same purpose. 

CALLING “ PLAY ” AND “ TIME.” 

RULE 55. The Umpire must call “ Play,” promptly at the 
hour designated by the Home Club, and on the call of “Play” the 
game must immediately begin. When he calls “ Time,” play shall 
be~suspended until he calls “ Play ” again, and during the interim no 
player shall be put out, base be run, or run be scored. The Um- 
pire shall suspend play only for an accident to himself or a player 
(but in case of accident to a Fielder, “ Time” shall not be called 
until the ball be returned to, and held by the Pitcher, standing in 
his position), or in case rain fills so heavily that the spectators are 
compelled, by the severity of the storm, to seek shelter, in which 
case he shall note the time of suspension, and should such rain con- 
tinue to fall thirty minutes thereafter, he shall terminate the game; 
or to enforce order in case of annoyance from spectators. 

. . 

RULE 56. The Umpire is only allowed, by the Rules, to call 
“ Time ” in caseof an accident to himself or a player, a “ Block,” 
as referred to in Rule 35, Sec. 3, or in case of rain, as defined by 
the Rules. The practice of players suspending the game to discuss 
or contest a discussion with the Umpire, is a gross violation of 
the Rules, and the Umpire must promptly fine any player who 
interrupts the game in this manner. 

INFLICTING FINES. 

RULE 57. The Umpire is empowered to inflict fines of not less 
than &.OO nor more than $Z~.OO for the first offence on piayers 
during the progress of a game, as follows : 

SEC I. For indecent or improper language addressed to the 
audience, the Umpire or any player. 

SEC. 2. For the Captain or Coacher wilLfully failing to remain 
within the legal bounds of his position, except upon an appeal by 
the Captain from the Umpire’s decision upon a misinterpretation 
of the rules. 

SEC. 3. For the disobedience by a player of any other of his 
orders, or for anI7 other violation of these Rules. % 

. 
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SEC. 4. In case the Umpik*e imposes a fine on a player, he 
shall at once notify the Captain ,?f the offending player’s side, and 
shall transmit a written notice thereof to the President of the 
Association or League within tweilty-four hours there:dfter, under 
the penalty of having said fine take.n from his own salary. 

SEC. 5. A repetition of any of the above offences shall, at 
the discretion of the Umpire, subject the offender either to a repe- 
tition of the fine or to removal from the field and the immediate 
substitution of another player then in uniform. 

FIELD RULES. 
RULE $3. NO Club shall allow open betting or pool selling 

upon its grounds, nor in any building owned or occupied by it. 
RULE 59. No person shail be allowed upon any part of the ’ 

Geld during the progress of the game, in add;tion to the players in 
uniform, the Manager on each side and the U:npire ; except such 
officers of the law as may be present in uniform, and such officials 
of the Home Club as may be necessary to preser\*e the peace. 

&tULE 60. No Umpire, Manager, Captain or Player shall ad- 
&ess the audience during the progress of a game, except in case 
of necessary explanation. 

RULE 61. Every Club shall furnish sufficient police force upon 
its own grounds to preserve order, and in the event of a crowd 
entering the. field during the progress of a game, and interfeTing 
with the play in any manner, the Visiting Club may refuse to 
play further until the field be clearede If the ground be not - 
cleared within fifteen minutes thereafter, the Visiting Club may 
claim, and shall be entitled to, the game by a score of nine runs 
to none (no matter what-number of innings have been played). 

GENERAL DEFINITIOKS. 
JOULE 62. “Play” is the order of the Umpire to begin the game 

0r to resume play after its suspension. 
~~?LE 63. “Time” is the order of the Umpire to suspend play. 

§uch suspension must not extend beyond the day of the game. 
hxE 64. “Game” is the announcement by the Umpire that the 

game is terminated. 
~JI E 65. ??n Inning” is the term at bat of the nine players 

?-epresenti&g a Club in a iame, and is completed when thiei of 
3uch players have bern put out as provided in these Rules. 

kJ1.E 66. “A Time at Bat” is the term at bat of a Batsman. 
It begins when he takes his position, and continues until he is put 
out or becomes a Base Runner ; except when, because of being 
hit by a pitched ball, or in case of an illegal delivery by the 
Pitcher, & in Rule 41. 

RULE 67. ‘ ’ Legal” or “Legally” signifies as required by these 
Ruless 



SCORING. 
RULE 68. In order to promote Uniformity in Scoring Cham- 

pionship Games, the following instructions, suggest ions and defi- 
nitions are made for the benefit of scorers, and they are required 
&I make all scores in accordance therewith, 

BATT I NG. 

i SEC. I. The first item in the tabulated score, after the play- 
* q er’s name and position, shall be the number of times he has been 

’ at bat during ‘the game. The time or times where the plaver 
has been sent to base by being hit by a pitched ball, by the pitch- 
er’s illegal delivery, or by a base on balls shall not be included in 
this column. 

SEC 2. in the second column should be set down the runs 
made by each player. 

SK. 3. In the third column should be placed the first base 
hits made by each player. A base hit should be scored in the 
following cases : - - 

When the ball from the bat strikes the ground within the 
-- foul lines, and out of reach of the fielders. 

When a hit b-41 is partialjy or wholly stopped bv a fielder 
in motion, but Fuch player cannot recover himself in time to 
handle the bill before the striker reaches First Hase. 

IVhen a Lit ball is hit so sharply to an infielder that he cannot 
handle it rn time to put out the batsman. In case of doubt over 
this class of hits, score a base hit, and exempt the fielder from 
the charge of an error. 

\Vhen a ball is hit so slowly towards a fielder that he cannot 
handle it in time to put out the batsman. 

‘i-hat in ali cases where a base runner is retired by being hit by 
a batted ball, the batsman shoud be credited with a base hit, 

* When a batted bali hits the person or clothing of the Umpire, 
as defined in Rule 37. 

SIX. 4. In the fourth column shall be placed Sacrifice Hits, 
which shawl be credited to the batsman, who 1% hen but one man 
is out advances a runner a base on a fly to the outfield or a ground 
hit, which results in putting out the batsman, or would so result 
if handled without error. 

SEC. 5. The number of opponents put out by each player shall 
be set down in the fifth column \j here a striker is given out b? 
the Umpire for a foul strike, or because he struck out of his turnp 
the put-out shall be scortd to the Catcher. 

SEC. 6. The n.*..nber of times the player assists shall be set 
down in the sixth column. An assist should be given to each 



player who handles the ball in assisting a run out or other play of 
the kind. 

iIn assist should be given to a player who makes a play in time 
to put a runner out, even if the player who should complete the 

. play fails, through no fault of the player assisting. 
:Ind generally an assist should be given to each player who 

handles the ball from the time it leaves the bat until it reaches 
the player who makes the put out, or in case of a thrown ball, to 
each player who throws or handles it cleanly and in such a way 
that a put-out results, or would result if no error were made by 
the receiver. 

ERRORS. 

SEC. 7. An error shall be given in the seventh column for 
each misplay which allows the striker or base runner to make one 
or more bases when perfect plav would have insured his being put 
out, except that “ wild pitches,” “ bases on balls,” “ bases 0x1 the 
batsman being struck by a pitched ball,” or case of illegal pitched 
ball, balks and passed balls, shall not be included in said column. 
In scoring errors of batted balls see Section 3 of this Rule. 

STOLEN BASES, 0 

SEC. 8. Stolen bases shall be scored as follows : 
Any attempt to steal a base mu& go to the credit of the base 

runner, whether the ball is thrown wild or muffed by the fielder, 
but any manifest error is to be charged to the fielder making the 
same. If the base runner advances another base he shall not be 
credited with a stolen base, and the fielder allowing the advance- 
ment is also to be charged with an error. If a base runner makes 
a start and a battery error is made, the runner secures the credit 
of a stolen base, and the battery error is scored against the player 
making it. Should a base runner overrun a base and then be put 
out, he should receive the credit for the stolen base. 

EARNED RUNS, 

SEC. 9. An earned run shall be scored every time the player 
reaches the home base unaided by errors before chances have 
been offered to retire the side. \ 

THE SUMMARY. 

l<ULE 69. The Summary shall contain : 
SEC. I. The number of earned runs made byeach side. 
SEC. 2. The number of two-base hits made by each player. 
SEC. 3. The number of three-base hits made by each player. 
SEC, 4. The number of home runs made by each player. 
!%C. 5. -The number o! bases stolen by each player. 
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SW. 6. The number of double and triple plays made by each 

side, with the names of the players assisting in the same. 
SEC. 7. The number of men given bases on called balIs, by . 

each Pitcher. 
SEC. 8. The number of men given bases from being hit by 

pitched bails. 
SEC. g The number of men struck out. 
SEC, IO. The number of passed balls bv each Catcher. , 
SEC. II. The number of wild pitches by each Pitcher. 
SEC. 12. The time cf game. 
SEC. 13. The name of the Umpire. 

AMENDMENTS. 

RULE 70. No Amendment or change of any of these Na- , 
tional Playing Rules shall be made, except by a joint committee 
on rules, consisting of three members from the National League 
and three members from the American Association, Such com- 
mittee to be appointed at the annual meetings of each of said 
bodies to serve one year from the twentieth day of December of 
each year. Such committee shall have full power to act, provided 
that such amendments shall be made only by an affirmative vote of 
the majority of each delegation, 



Henry Chadwick, the veteran .journalist, upon whom the honored sobri- 
quet of “Father of Base Ball” rests so happily and well, appears in portraiture, 
and so well preserved is his physical manhood that his sixty-three years rest 
lightly upon his well timed 1iEe. Since the age of thirteen he has resided in 
Brooklyn, New York, and is an honored member of the distinguished society . 
of old Brooklvnites. He entered upon the journalistic career in which %e has 
attained emilient distinction in 1856, his first work finding a ready field on the 
New York T’z’uw~. In 1857 he associated himself with the New York CZZ~$V~, 
and was identified with that journal steadily for thirty-one years- After 
twenty-nine years of remarkable devotion to the interests of morning journal- 
ism in the metropolis Mr. Chadwick retired in 1885, to accept an editorial po- 
sition on the OZ&~TZ~ JZLZ~LZZ~PZ~, which, together with his work on the Brook- 
lyn 2?czg-Ze, keeps his ready pen busy. He is one of the most valued contribu- 
tors on 7’1?&? S$UY~~PZ~ ,523 staff, and his work in other journals has made his 
name a household word as the “Father of Base Ball.” He comes from a 
famous family of English birth, his brother, Mr. Edwin Chadwick, being the. 
noted sanitary philosopher of England. Mr. Chadwick has edited our League 
GUIDE since 1880. 

a4. G, SP,ALIIIXG 4% EROS., Chicago and New York. 
, 
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AN EXPLANATORY APPENDIX 
-TO THE-. 

NEW CODE OF RULES FOR 1889. 

The experience of each season in regard to the conflicting opinf 
ions of umpires and players in their interpretation of the code o 

. playing rules, has made it a necessity on the part of the editor of the 
GUXDE, to devote a special chapter each year to the subject of 
properly interpreting every important rule of the game. This 
year we make up thi s special chapter in the form of an ExjZatia- 
&WY ,4$@z&x to the new code, which is officialIy indorsed by the 
President of the National League, and the Secretary of the Joint 
Committee on Rules of the League and the American Association. 

Taking up the rules of the new code in their regular order, we 
proceed to give the official interpretation of the practical applica- 
tion of each newly amended rule, as also of every rule, of the correct 
definition of which there is likely to aTise any question. 

THE PLAYERS ON EACH SIDE, 

“In no case shall less than nine men be allowed to play on each 
side. ” So says Rule 14. The practical application of the rule is 
that if a club has not nine men ready to take the field at the haul 
appointed for beginning a regularly scheduled championship-game, 
the club short handed must forfeit the game. Moreover, if they 
begin play with the required complement of men, and one of the 
number becomes injured and disabled from service in the field, 
and they have no legal substitute player to take the disabled man’s 
place, the game cannot be continued with but eight men in the 
field, and therefore it must be similarly forfeited. 

PLAYERS MUST BE IN UNIFORM, 
-e -* Rule 17 requires that “every club shal! be required to adopt 

uniforms for the players;” and Rule 28 renders it necessary that L 
at least one substitute player shall be ready “in uniform” to take 
the place of a disabled player, or to become the tenth player of the 
team in accordance with section 2 of Rule 28. 



A TENTH MAN AS ’ SUBSTITUTE. 

&sides the regular substitute player required to be ready to 
take the place of a disabled player, Rule 28-a new amendment- 
admits of an z%&epeti&?& s&s&~z& +zye~ on each side, whose 
services in the field are held subject to the requirement of either 
of the two Captains whenever he shall deem it advisable to remtive 
any player, who, though not disabled “by illness or injury,” is not 
doing the work in the field to the Captain’s satisfaction. But such 
substitute can only replace another player at the close of a regular 
innings play; and, moreover, the player whose place the extra 
substitute takes, cannot again take part in the game then being 
played. 

It should be borne in mind that this special rule was adopted 
not only to enable the captain of a team to strengthen a weak 
point discovered during the progress of the game, ‘but also to en- 
able him to utilize new talent when the game has been virtually 
won, as the experience in such instances is especially valuable to 
young players, notably so in the case of battery players. It also l 

enables the Captain to save the work of a valuable battery player 
from a prolonged strain rendered unnecessary by the winning 
lead obtained. 

PUTTXNG A NEW BALL IN PLAY. 

Eule 12, Sec. 2, requires the Umpire to call for the putting in 
play of the substitute ball whenever the ball previously in play, is 
batted foul over the fence or the grand stands, “oz& of t?ze @/V 
of thf pZayo3.” Also in case the ball in play becomes ‘%H@ fop 
fair hm?, ‘p as to which the Umpire is the sole judge. 

A new ball can only be called for in case neither of the two bails 
n use are legally available for service. 

THE NEW RULE FOR PITCHERS. 

The amended rule governing the delivery of the ball by the 
pitcher-Rule 18 of the new code-has had the words “ his left 
foot in front of the right, and to the left of an imaginary line from 
his right foot to the center of the home base” eliminated from it, 
and in consequence the pitcher is not nowrequired to abide by that 
portion of the rule, which governed his movements in &38. The 
pitcher’s position, when he prepares to deliver the ball to the bat, 
must be that in which he stands with both feet squarely on the 
ground, and with one foot- left or right-placed on the rear line 
of his position. While thus standing ready to deliver the ball, he 
must hold it before him in full sight of the Umpire. The words 
“in the act of delivering the ball” refer to the very last motion in 
delivery, and in making this motion the rear foot is of necessity 
placed on the ground, as it is from this standpoint that the power 
to give the last impetus to the ball in delivery is derived. Con* 
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sequently the foot cannot be lifted from the ground entirely until 
the ball leaves his hand. In making his regular motions to deliver 
while he is prohibited from lifting the entire foot in the rear line 
from the ground, he is not debarred from lifting the heel of the 
foot an inch or so. In making the preliminary movements, too9 
he cannot take but one forward step, though he can make this 
single step in any way he chooses, provided it be a regular and 
habitual motion of his delivery. 

FEIGNING TO THROW TO A BASE. 

When the pitcher feigns to throw to a base prior to delivering 
the ball to the bat, in every such instance after making the feint 
to throw, he must resume his original position, “ facing the bats. 
man, ” and “ holding the ball fairly in front of his body,” and 
“momentarily pause before delivering the ball to the bat.” If he 
makes a feint to throw and then delivers the ball with one apparent 
motion, without pausing to stand, he commits a balk. 

. 
THE ORDER OF EAT’I’ING. 

Rule 19 says that “ Batsmen must take their position at the bat 

8 
in the order in which they are named on Ge SCUVY.” This SCOY~ is 

& not sufficiently defined in the rule, but it means the printed or 
written order of batting, which each captain of the contesting 
team presents to the umpire prior to the commencement of the . game; and such order, on approval of the umpire, should be copied 
verbatim in the score book of the of3icial scorer of the home club, 
who alone is authorized to send -a copy of the score of the game, 
as the official copy, to the secretary of the League or Association 
the club belongs to. 

. After the order of batting has been submitted to the umpire, it 
becomes the official order, and after being thus indorsed it cannot 
be changed except in the case of a substitute player taking the 
place either of a disabled player, or that of a removed player- 
under the new rule-and in such case the incoming substitute 
player takes the place in the order of batting of the disabled or 
removed player. 

THE CAYI-AIN *CAN X’LACE HIS 3fEN AS HI? Llih. 

The captain of a nine can place his nine men in any position of 
the field he chooses. There is in fact no arbitrary rule governing 
the placing of the men except in the case of the pitcher, and he 
of course must always occupy the pitcher’s box. Under Rule 15, 
the captain can place his infielders, in close within the diamond, or 
all outside of it, also the outfielders, either in close to the infielders, 
or lying out deep or close to the foul line, etc. But the pitcher 
of the ball must always be ii1 the “ box ” when delivering the ball. 

. 
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THl3 DEFINITXON OF THE BALK, 

Rule 32, Section I, defines a balk-as “Any motion made by the 
pitcher to deliver the ball to the bat without delivering it.” This 

43 

definition embraces every one of the motions the pitcher is accus- 
tomed to make preliminary to the actual delivery of the ball, 
whether of his hands, arms, or feet, or any motion of his body. 
He cannot therefore make any pretense of delivering the ball 
while not having the ball in his hand ready to deliver it as in the 
case of a base player hiding the ball fvhile the pitcher acts as if he 
himself had possession of it-without his making a balk. 

The words “ any motion calculated to deceive a base runner,” 
refer to pretended movements to deliver outside of those referred 
to in the first portion of the rule. 

TAKtNG A BASE ON A BALK, 

There is an important distinction between a “ M,4 ” and an 
’ Weg-d ddivttvy. ” A ‘VaZ,& ” is made when the pitcher makes a 
motion to deliver the ball to the bat without following such motion 
with actual delivery, or if he holds the ball in his hand long enough 
to unnecessarily delay the game. An ‘ WegaZ &22&v ” is made 
when the pitcher steps out of his “ box ” in delivery, or lifts 
his rear foot from the ground before the ball leaves his hand-his 
lifting his foot afterward is of no account-or if he fails to pause 
before delivery after making a feint to throw to a base. In the 
case of a “ balk,” every occupant of a base, as a base runner, be- 
comes entitled to one base, whether forced by the batsman or not. 
But the batsman cannot take a base on a “ balk.” In the case of 
an “ illegal delivery, ” however, while occupants of bases can only 
take a base on such delivery in case of being “ forced off,” the 
batsman is given a base on such illegal delivery. While an “ille- 
gal delivery ” is in the nature of a balk, it is not an actual “ balk” 
as technically termed in the rules. 

DEAD BALLS. 

The ball cannot be used to put a player on the batting side out, - > .- 
either in the case of a batted ball to foul ground not caught on the 
fly ; a call& fotiL s&Xe ; a runner being hit by a batted ball ; a 

. 

pitched ball striking the batsman, or striking*his bat without being 
intentionally struck at ; or from the ball striking the umpire while 
he is on foul ground, before it passes the catcher; or, in the case w’ * 
of a called. block ball, until said ball is j+st &Zd 6-v Ge@c& 
whiZe dm&vg- *within hisposi~io~2. 

t 
THE FOUL TIP CATCH. 

1 
The elimination of the sharp foul-tip catch from the rules will 

necessitate the placing of a white line, forming a half circle, within 
a radius of ten feet from the home base2 and located on foul 
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ground, as it is only foul tips caught within ten feet of the home 
base which do not put the batsman out. 

‘I-HE BLOCKING OF BALLS, 

Any interference with the progress of a batted or’thrown ball 
by any person not one of the contesting players in a game, is 
what is termed blockiq the ball. Suppose a ball is batted to the 
short stop, and that fielder overthrows the ball to first base, and 
it goes toward the crowd and is there stopped or touched by an 
outsider, the moment this stoppage of the ball or interference 
with it occurs, the umpire must call “ 13lock ball,” and until the 
ball is returned to the field and held by the pitcher while in his 
“ box,” it is && for putting out any base runner; and such run- 
ners are permitted to run all the bases they can until the ball is 
thus put legally into play. But should such overthrown ball, in 
addition to its being stopped or diverted from its course by any 
outsider, be also kicked aside or picked up and thrown out of 
reach by a fielder, the umpire must in addition call “ Time,” in 
which case runners shall only be entitled to hold such bases as 
thev had touched before the ball had been so kicked or thrown out 
of reach, the ball, as in the prior case, not being in play until 
held by the pitcher while in his box. 

HITTING BALLS FOUL INTENTIONALLY. 

Rule 42, Section III, requires the umpire to ~11 a strike on the 

-t 

batsman every time he makes “an obvious attempt tq make a 
foul hit.” Rule 43, Section XIII, states that “ If, after two strikes 
have been called, the batsman o~v~ou.$& o&v@~.Y to make a fad 
hit,” he is out. Last year these rules were both misinterpreted 

’ by umpires. In the first pIace, in both cases the z%z&ztioti of the 
batsman must be plainly manifest ; and to judge of this the cir- 
cumstances of the case must be taken into consideration. For 
instance, if the batsman &WZ~S a ball foul when a runner is on a . 
base, it is evident that he does so unintentionally, for no point of 
play is to be gained by such a foul hit. Then, too, the hitting of 
a foul ball must be repeatedly done before such hitting can be 
adjudged as otherwise than accidental. 

BATTING OUT OF ORDER. 

s,- 

, 

Rule 43 states that the batsman who fails to bat in his proper 
turn according to the approved order of batting, must be decided 
out by the umpire, unless the error in question be discovered and 
the right batsman be sent to the bat in the regular order “Jefore o 
faif hit has hvz made.” If, before the mistake is discovered* 
“ strikes ” or “ balls ” be called upon the batsman who is out of 
his order of batting, such strikes and balls shall be counted 
against the batsman who should have gone to the bat in the 
regular order. But the violation of the rule must be declared by 

-- - --- 
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the field Captain before the ball is delivered to a succeeding bats- 
man, or the penalty of an out cannot be enforced, the mistake, of 
course, being at once corrected, without the enforcement of the 
penalty. 2 

. RETURNING TO BASES ON FOUL BALLS. 

The change made in Rule 45 is to the effect that base runners 
recluired to return to bases which they had left on a hit ball, can, 
if the ball be hit fou1 and not caught on the fly, return to their 
respective bases direct1y. For instance, suppose the batsman hits 
a 1ong fly ball to right fie1d, on which he runs to third base before 
the ball falls on foul ground, under the old rule he would be re- 
quired to return to home base after retouching second and first 
bases ; but under the new rule he can in such case return to home 
base direct from third, instead of returning around the diamond. 
The object of the amended rule was to save loss of time by a run- 
ner’s leisurely return to the base he had left. 

HOLDING BASES AFTER TOUCHING THEM. 
1 

Rule 45, in its reference to a base runner having the right to 
hold a base after touching it, is to be thus defined : Suppose that 
base runners are on third-and second bases, and that the runner 
on third is trying to steal home, and in doing so vacates third 
base and runs for home base, the occupant of second base in the 
meantime running to third base and holding that base; and sup- 
pose that in such case the runner from third to home finds himself 
1ike1y to be put out at home base, and then returns to third base, 
he still has the right to that base, and having such right, the run- 
ner from second to third must give up ho1ding third base and try 
and get back to second, failing which, and preferring to hold 
third base, he can be put out there even while standing on third 
base, provided the legal occupant of that base is also standing on 
that base, but not otherwise. 

OBSTRUCTING BASE RUNNERS. 

Rule 46, iection VI, states that a base runner is entitled to the 
base he is running to “if he be @evented jkom snaking that base 
h the ohstructio~ of an udvemarv. ” Now the correct intertxeta- 
&on of this rule isih& such ob&uction as that in cluestionmust 
be that at the hands of a fielder who has not the ball in hand 
ready to touch the runner, Of course if the runner is met by the 
fielder with bal1 in hand ready to touch the runner, and thus 
stands directly in the path of the runner, no legal obstruction has 
been presented, though in fact he is obstructed. But the “ob- 
struction” meant by the rule is that presented by a fielder who 
has not the ba11 in hand at the time. 

. 
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A THROWN BALL HITTING THE UMPIRE ON FAIR GROUND, 

Rule 47, Section IV, states that “ The base runner shall return 
to his base and be entitled to so return without being put out, if 
the person or clothing of the umpire is struck by a ball thrown by 
the catcher to intercept a base runner.” Rule 46, in referring to 
base runners entitled to take bases without being put out, states 
that “ if a fair hit ball strikes the person or clothing of the 
umpire, the batsman making the hit, or a base runner running a 
base upon such a hit, shall be entitled to the base he is running 
for without being put out.” For instance, suppose there is a 
runner at first base trying to steal second, and the catcher throws 
the ball to the second baseman to cut. him off, and that the bail 
thus thrown hits the umpire and glances off out of *the reach of 
the fielders, the runner in such case, while being debarred from 
making second base by the accident, is allowed to return to the 
base he left without being put out. But the umpire must see to it 
that the ball is not intentionally thrown to hit the umpire with a 
view of preventing what would otherwise be a successful steal. 
In other words, the throw in question must be an accidental one, 
or it must be judged as an illegal play. 

h, THE COACHING RULE. 
3 

Umpires must enforce the rule governing the “ coaching ” of 
base runners in accordance with the spirit as well as the letter of 

~ the law, and this forbids the addressing of any remarks except to 
the base runner, and then only in words of necessary direction. 
Moreover, no coacher is allowed to use any language, in his 
position either as player or coacher, “ which shall in any way ” 
refer to or reflect upon a player of the opposing club. The noisy, 
vulgar yelling of some coachers is in direct violation of the spirit 
of the rule, as it is done, not to coach the runner, but to confuse 
the pitcher or catcher, and distract their attention. The penaIty 
for violating the rule is the suspension of all coaching by the 
offending club during the remainder of the game, 

PLAYERS MUST BE SEATED ON THEIR BENCH. 

.Rule 54, Section I, requires that all the players of the batting 
side when not actually engaged in batting, base running or in 
coaching-as in the case of the two appointed coachers-must re- 
main seated on the bench until called in their turn to go to the 
bat. The umpire too must see to it that the requirements of this 
same rule be strictly enforced in regard to keeping the bats in the 
racks, and not allow them to be laid on the ground in the way of 
the catcher running to catch foul balls. 

REMOVING A PLAYER FOR KICKING. 

The most important change in the rules affecting the duties of 



the umpire is that made in Rule 57, Section V, which gives the 
umpire-the discretionary polver to ri&ove an offending plajrer from 
the field who is found violating Rule 57, 

It should be borne in mind: howe%-. that the rule is not corn- 
pulsory: for if it were so, a capiain desirc& of substituting another 
player for one in the field, after he had availed himself of the 
tenth man rule, might conspire with a player to violate the rule 
intentionally to aid the captain in getting in an extra man. 

ON CALLED STRIKES. 

In the case of a called third strike when two men are out, Rule 

-4 

43, Section VI., requires the ball to be held-on the fly whether 
first base be occupied or not, in order to put the batsman out, 
But in the case 01 the first base being occupied by a base runner, 
when only one man is out, when the third strike is called, in such 
case the batsman is out on called strikes, whether the ball on the 
third called strike is held on the fly or not. The batsman is out 
too, -under the new rule- if, z&v2 the thini strike is cded, the 

pitched Jazz h.ts him O?? to2fhT his &t&g, 

. 

OX FORFEITED GAMES. 

The Joint Rules Committee have decided that an unlpire cannot 
declare any game forfeited of his own motion, though in Rule 26 
it states that forfeited games are incurred under several condi- e 
tions, one of which definitely states is the wilful violation of any 
one rule of the code. But he can declare a game forfeited under 
any one of the specified conditions in Rule 26 if requested to do 
so by the captain of the club at fault. Section IV of Rule 26 gives 
the umpire the discretionary power to declare any game forfeited 
in which he is personally cognizant of the fact of any single rule ’ 
having been wilfully violated, the offending team forfeiting the 
game then and there. But only in very rare cases should this 
power be used in opposition to the wishes of the captain of the 
team not in fault. When the rules have been plainly violated and 
the captain of the team not in fault claims forfeit, the umpire 
must enforce the penalty. 4?- 

THE 1JhWIRE’S POWER. . a 

Under SectioL II of Rule 52 the umpire z’s z’nvested z&L tAe ati- 
thrity to order  a32y #YJUT to do, or  to omit to do, apzy ffct, as de 

n2ay deeI?& it f2mmag~, to give force or effect to any or all of the 
provisions of the code of playing rules. This gives him the au- 
thority to decide all disputed points in a game not expressly 
covered by the rules, subject, of course, to legal protest. 

“. 

JUDGING THE CONDITION OF THE FIELD. 

Ruie 29 gives the captain of the home club the sole power to 
decide whether the field is in condition for play at the hour ap- 



pointed for beginning a game. But after a game has been com- 
* menced, and it be interrupted by rain, the umpire alone de- 

cides whether the field is in fair condition for resuming play after 
such suspension of the game. 

THE UMPIRE SOLE JUDGE OF ILLNESS OR INJURY. 

Kule 2S makes the umpire the sole judge as to the nature and 
$ extent of the “ illness or injury ” claimed to disable a player from 

service on the field. The captains have nothing to say in the 
matter. All they can do is to appeal to the umpire, and abide by 
his decision. 

GAMES STOPPED I3Y RAlN, 

Rule 55 the umpire is prohibited from suspending play in 
a match game on account of rain, unless * T& faZ2.r so LwaviZy 
that the sfectat0r.s a9Fe com~eZZt?d, 6y the stwedty of the storm, to 
seek shelter.” If the rain is light, or an ordinary drizzle, it is not 
sufficient to le:;a%e the suspension of the play, 

THE CAPTAIN ONLY CAN ADDRESS THE UMPIRE. 

Rules ~3 and 57 are explicit in prohibiting any player, except 
7 the captain of the nine, from addressing the umpire in regard to 

any decision he may make ; and even the captain can only do so 
in the case of a question involving an error in misinterpreting the 
rules. If the decision disputed involves only an error of judg- 
ment, even the captain has no right to question the decision. In 
every case of a violation of this rule, the umpire must fine the 
offender five a’oZZam, or he himself be Gable to immediate dismissal 
for violating the rules. \ 

BATSMEN CHANGING POSITION, 

Last season a custom came into vogue which virtually violated 
Section V of Rule 43. It was the habit some batsmen had of 
jumping from one batting position to the other just as the pitcher 

. was about to deliver the ball to the bat, this act virtually hindering 

tii 
. 

P the catcher from properly fielding the pithed ball. While no rule 
should prevent a batsman from batting from either the left or the 
right batting position at his option it certaimy was never intended --- 
to allow the change to be made while play was in progress : and it 

v therefore becomes the duty of the umpire to interpret this rule ac- 
cording to its spirit, and to regard the action of a batsman in 
jumping from one position to the other while the ball is in play 
from pitcher to catcher as hindering the catcher, and in such case 
he should declare him out. 

1NTERFERING WITH A BATTED OR THROWN B-ALL. 

a Rule 43 prohibits a base runner from interfering with a fielder 
attempting to field a batted ball. The runner has no right to the 
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line of the base when a fielder is occupying it in the effort to catch 
a fIy ball, or to field a batted ball; nor can a base runner make any 
attempt to hinder or obstruct a fielder from fielding a thrown ball 
without his being promptly decided out, In all cases the base 
runner must run off the line of the bases to avoid interfering with 
a fielder standing on the line of the bases to field a batted ball. 
Section VIII of Rule 28 says, 
thrown ha&” 

” OY intentionaZZy interferes with a 
and the intention is judged by his effort to avoid 

interference or not. 
4 

PASSED BALLS WHICH GIVE A BASE. 

Rule 46, Section IV., states that in the case of a pitched ball 
which passes the catcher and then touches the umpire; or if such 
passed ball touches any fence or building within ninety feet of the 
home base, the runner is entitled to one base without being put 
out, and can of course take more at his own risk. 

OVERRUNNING FIRST BASE. 

The base runner, in running to first base, is only exempt from 
being touched out after overrunning the base, when he turns to 
the right after overrunning the base. If he crosses the foul line 
after overrunning, toward second base, that is tantamount to turn- 
ing to the left, but so long as he is on foul ground after over- 
running the base, it is immaterial whether he turns to the left or to 
the right. The leaving foul ground in overrunning decides the 
point against him. 
right in returning. 

It is best, however, always to turn to the 
e 

7 

DOUBTFUL DECXSIONS IN FAVOR OF THE BATTING SIDE. 

The rules expressIy make a distinction in favor of th,e batting 
side in all cases where there is any doubt as to the p!ayer being 
fairly out. Especially is this the case in the case of the batsman’s 
being put out at first base, for Section IV. of Rule 48 requires the 
ball to be securely held by the base player “ befule ” the runner 
touches the base in order to put him out, and the rule applies to 
the touching out of all base runners on bases; the words being 
“before” the runner reaches the base, if at the same time, he- 
the runner-is not out. Time and again were base runners un- 
fairly decided out last season in cases where the ball was held by 
the bqse p!ayer simultaneously with the runner’s touching the 
base, every such decision being illegal. 

In regard to the umpire’s enforcement of Rule 48, President 
Young says, “ Too many base runners are decided out when 
the ball is held by the base player simultaneously with the run- 
ner’s reaching the base, which decisions are illegal.” If um- 
pires will strictly enforce the rule it will greatly increase the 
chances for base running a -d team work at the bat. 
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Mr. Byrne, of the Joint Rules Committee, in joining with Mr. 
Young in having this rule enforced, says: “We are doing all we 
can to encourage base stealing and a proper attention to the rule, 
by more frequently deciding men safe at first, as it will add interest 

-- to the game. I believe, too, that it would be wise in all cases of 
decision on first base points for the Umpire to give the base run- 
ner the benefit of the doubt.” 

BATTED BALLS HITTING THE BASES. 

Since the first and third bases were placed entirely on fair 
ground and within the foul lines, every batted ball touching either 
the first or third base bag, must be declared a fair ball, no matter 
where it strikes after touching either bag. It would be better to 
have the bags in question on foul ground, so as to make every 
batted ball foul that strikes them; but until this is done, all such 
batted balls must be declared fair. 

COACHERS MUST KEEP WITHIN THEIR LINES: 

Captains or their ‘assistants who engage in “coaching” base 
runners, must keep within the lines of their designated position, 
or if they attempt to coach a runner while standing outside of 
their position, or to run toward home base outside the lines of 
their position, they must be fined five dollars for each violation of 
the rule. 

OPEN BETTING PROHIBITED. 

Rule $3 prohibits open betting on all ball grounds of clubs 
governed by the rules of the Sa&rza.! Agx~~~z~~zL The penalty 
for a violation of this ruIe is the forfeiture of the game which is 
being played when the rule is violated; and the Umpire must en- 
force this rule or be amenable to a prompt removal from his 
position. 

NO UMPIRE TO BE INSULTED. 

. 

Rule 52 states that “ the umpire is master of the field from the 
commencement to the termination of the game; and he is entitled to 
the respect of the spectators, and any femovz o$5erz’ng aaj z’mdt m 
i32iiig92ity t0 L&2 67~4.d be $VVWZ~@ t+ttd fy0n2 the ptifia~,~~ under 
the penalty of a forfeiture of the game. 
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